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Bati Anadolu’da kiyilarinda yer alan Urla yarimadasi tarih ¢aglari boyunca yerlesim icin el-
verigli cografi sartlara sahip olmustur. Yarimadaya adin1 veren Urla kentinin kuzeyinde Iskele
kiy1 diizligii yer almaktadir. Bu kiy1 diizliigiindeki Limantepe ve Klazomenai antik yerlesim-
leri tarihi Bronz Cag1i’na kadar giden dnemli arkeolojik yerlerdir. Bu ve benzeri antik kentlerin
bulundugu kryilarimizda Kuvaterner’de ve 6zellikle Holosen’de hizli jeomorfolojik degisme-
ler meydana gelmistir. Son buzul ¢aginda -130 metrelerde olan Diinya denizlerinin seviye-
si, gliniimiizden 7000-6000 y1l 6ncesinde bugiinkii seviyesine yiikselmis ve ozellikle algak
kiyilarda i¢ kesimlere sokulup koy ve korfezler olusturmustur. Deniz seviyesi ylikselmesinin
durmasiyla bu kez koy ve korfezler aliivyonlarla dolarak kiy1 ¢izgisi deniz yoniinde ilerlemis-
tir. Boylece, bu donemlerde kiyilarda bulunan eski liman kentlerinin dogal gevresi giderek
degismistir. Iskele mevkiindeki Limantepe ve Klazomenai antik kentleri de bu degisimlerden
etkilenmistir. Iskele kiy1 ovasinda Holosen dogal cevre degismelerinin ve arazi kullanimina
etkilerinin belirlenebilmesi igin 1997-2007 yillar1 arasinda toplam 24 delgi sondaj gercekles-
tirilmistir. Delgi sondajlardan saglanan sediman o6rneklerinin sedimantolojik ve paleontolo-
jik analizlerine ve arkeolojik bilgilere dayali jeomorfolojik degerlendirmelerin sonucunda su
sonuglara ulagilmistir; Holosen transgresyonu ile ilerleyen denizin kiy1 ¢izgisi, giintimiizden
6000 yil kadar dncelerde, Iskele diizliigiiniin orta kesiminde bugiinkii kiyidan en ¢ok 1 km
iceriye kadar sokulabilmistir. Limantepe batisinda bu ilerleme ¢ok daha dar alanlidir. Iskele
diizliigtinde, Orta Holosen sonrasi aliivyal dolguya bagl kiy1 ilerlemesinde iki biiyiik sekil
birimi birlikte gelismistir. Bunlardan biri, ¢ok s1g kiy1 profili {izerinde yayvan ve genis bir kiy1
setidir. Bunun i¢ kenarindaki Arkaik Caga ait nekropol, olusumunun 3000 yildir siirdiigiini
gostermektedir. Tkinci birim setin ig tarafindaki sulak alandir. Onceleri one siiriildiigii gibi, bu
alanin Arkaik Cagda bir lagiin durumunda bulundugu ve liman olarak kullanildig1 goriisiiniin
dogru olmadig1 anlasiimustir.
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ABSTRACT

The peninsula of Urla located on the shores of Western Anatolia has had favorable geograp-

hical conditions for settlement during the historical ages. The city of Urla, which gives its

name to the peninsula, is located in the northern coast of Iskele. The ancient settlements of Li-

mantepe and Klazomenai on this coastal plain are the important archaeological sites from the
date of the Bronze Age. Rapid geomorphological changes have taken place in the Quaternary,

especially in the Holocene, where these and similar ancient cities are located. The level of the
world seas, which are at -130 meters in the last glacial age, rose to its present level 7000-6000
years ago, and especially in the low coasts, sea intruded into the interior and formed bays and
gulfs. With the end of sea level rising, this time the bay and the gulfs were filled with alluvium

and the shoreline advanced towards the sea. Thus, the natural environment of the old harbor
cities, which were on shore during these periods, gradually changed. The ancient cities of
Limantepe and Klazomenai in Urla Iskele were also influenced by these changes. A total of 24
drillings were carried out between 1997 and 2007 in order to determine the Holocene natural
environmental changes and its effects on land use of the coastal plain. As a result of geo-

morphological evaluations, according to sedimentological and paleontological analyzes of
sediment samples of core drillings and archaeological informations, the following results were

obtained; The shoreline of the Holocene marine transgression was able to intrude about 1 km

inland from the present shoreline in the middle part of the Iskele plain about 6000 years ago.

This progression covered a much smaller area to the west of Limantepe. Two major geomorp-

hological units developed together on the Iskele plain following the Middle Holocene coastal
retreat because of alluvial progradation. One of them is a flat and broad coastal barrier on a

very shallow coastal profile. The necropolis of the Archaic Age on its inner side indicates that
the formation has lasted for 3000 years. The second unit is a wetland to the land side of the

barrier. It has been understood that the idea of this area was a lagoon in the Archaic Age and
being used as a harbor is not correct.
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