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Sigiak ve barinak olarak dogal magaralarin kullanilmasinin yani sira kolay islenebilen kayag-
larda olusturulan yerlesim yerleri de olduk¢a yaygindir. Yapay magara ve yeralt1 sehirlerinin
en yaygin bulundugu kayaglar ignimbirit, geng gdlsel karbonatlar ve kolay kazilabilen karbo-
nat ve tiif baglayicili kumtaglart ve ¢akiltaslaridir. Karstik bosluklarin aksine, bu tiir kayaglarin
yayilim gosterdikleri tiim alanlarda yeraltt sehrine rastlama olasiligi miimkiindiir.

Kepez Yeralt1 Sehrinin kazildigr birim Oligosen-Alt Miyosen zamaninda ¢okelmis ¢akilta-
si-kumtagi-camurtaglarindan olugsan Akarsu fasiyesinde gelismis sedimanter birimlerdir. Ka-
zilmasi kolay olan Kizil6z Formasyonun igerisinde Kepez Yeralt1 Sehri olusmustur. Yeralti
Sehri tiinel ve oda-salon seklinde kazilmis olup, tavan noktasinin en yiiksek oldugu yer 2,5
metredir. Kepez Yeralt1 sehri bir cok oda ve salondan olugsmus olup bunlar birbirlerine deh-
lizler ve tiinellerle baglantilidir. Yeralt1 Sehrinin tespit edilen 4 girisi bulunmakta olup hemen
yaninda bir tiinel daha tespit edilmistir. Bu tiinelin boyutlar1 3 metre tavan yiiksekligi olup 4
metre sag ve sol duvar dl¢tilerindedir. Yeralt1 Sehri’nin korunmasina ve gelecek nesillere akta-
rilmasina yonelik hassas 3B goriintiileme ¢aligsmasi da gergeklestirilmistir.

Kapadokya ve civarinda bulunan yeralti sehirlerine benzer 6zellikler sunan Kepez Yeralt: sehri
Erken Hiristiyanlik doneminde yapilmis olup, Kirsehir yoresinde bulunan en bilyiik yeralti
sehridir. Kepez Yeralt1 sehri ulasim kolayligi ve ¢ok iyi korunarak giiniimiize kadar ulasmis
oldugundan dolay1 Kirsehir ilinin ekonomisine ve turizmine katki saglayacagi diisiiniilmekte-
dir. Bu tiir yeralt1 sehirlerinin ve yerlesimlerinin arkeolojik arastirmalarinin yani sira magara
arastirma yontemleri ile de desteklenmesi gerekmektedir. Bu tiir calismalar yeralti sehirlerinin
koruma altina alinmasi ve kontrollii turizme agilmasi yoniinden de dnemlidir.
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ABSTRACT

The settlements formed at easy worked rocks are also quite common as well as the use of natu-
ral caves for refuge and shelter. The ignimbrite, young lacustrine carbonates, easily excavated
carbonates, tufficeous sandstones and conglomerates are most commonly observed rocks in
the artificial caves and underground cites. Unlike karstic cavities, the possibility to encounter
the underground cites are high in the spread out of these rocks.

The Kepez Underground City formed in river sedimentary facies (Lower Oligocene-Miocene)
consisting of conglomerate-sandstone-mudstone. The Kepez Underground City was formed
within the easily excavated Kiziloz formation. The Underground City tunnel is dug and shaped
as room and living room. The highest ceiling point of the underground city is 2.5 meters. The
underground city is composed of several rooms and halls which are connected to each other by
corridors and tunnels. There is one new discovered tunnel entrance additionally to the known
4 entrance in the Kepez Underground City. This tunnel size is 3 meter and the ceiling height
is 4 meters. The 3D visualization of the underground city has been done for the protection and
passing to the next generations.

Having similar properties as the underground cities located in the vicinity of Cappadocia,
the Kepez Underground City was constructed in the early Christian period, and is the largest
one around Kirsehir City. The Kepez Underground City is to be expected to contribute to the
economy and tourism of Kirsehir because of the transport facilities and very well preservation
of the settlement until today. The investigation of underground cites must be supported with
the cave research methods additionally to the archaeological research. Such studies are also
important for the protection and controlled tourism activity of the underground cites.
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