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“Osman Gazi Kopriisii” i¢in 1990 yilinda yapilan sondajlarin incelenmesi sonucunda ortaya ¢ikan
paleontolojik verilere gore Karadeniz ve Marmara Denizi arasinda Sakarya Nehri, Sapanca Golii ve
Izmit Kérfezi iizerinden dogal olarak gerceklesen bir baglantinin varligi kanitlanmistir. Ord. Prof.
Ismail Hakki Uzungarsih tarafindan belirtildigi {izere s6z konusu bu giizergah iizerinde Osmanli
Imparatorlugu déneminde, Karadeniz baglantis1 olmaksizin, bir suyolu projesi diisiiniilmiis ve 6
kez isleme gegilmistir.

“Osman Gazi Kopriisii” i¢in ¢aligmalar 26 y1l 6nce baglamistir. Koprii i¢in yapilmis 9 derin sondaja
ait drnekler tizerinde yiiriitiilen arastirmalar, 5’1 yabanci olmak {izere, farkli alanlarda calisan 42
bilim insani tarafindan 4 yili askin siirede gerceklestirilmistir. Ortaya ¢ikan sonuglar 27 boliimden
olusan 355 sayfalik bir kitap “izmit Kérfezi Kuvaterner Istifi”” ad1 ile 1995 yili sonunda bilim diin-
yasina sunulmustur. Kitapta yer alan muhtelif ¢aligmalar giiniimiize kadar 450°nin tizerinde atif
almigtir. S6z konusu koprii projesi kapsaminda yakin gecmiste yapilan giincel sondajlardan elde
edilen yeni veriler de ayn1 sonuglar1 kuvvetli bir sekilde desteklemektedir. 1995 yilinda tamam-
lanan izmit Kérfezi sondaj ¢alismalarindan elde edilen paleontolojik bulgular dikkate almarak,
ilk kez 1997 tarihinde, Asag1 Sakarya Vadisi, Sapanca Golii ve Izmit Korfezi arasinda Kuvaterner
doneminde 800000 ile 80000 yillar1 arasinda 5 kez dogal olarak acilip-kapanan Izmit Kanali’nin
varlig1 belirlenmistir.

1- Bununla ilgili olarak 1997 yilinda Ankara’da diizenlenen Marmara Denizi Arastirmalari, Work-
shop-III"de “Gelecek i¢in gegmise doniis” baslig altinda sunulan teblig ile konu ilk kez giindeme
getirilmistir. 2- 1997 y1l1 20-23 Ekim’de, “Back to the past for the future” baslig: ile Salt Lake City,
Utah, A.B.D.’de diizenlenen The Geological Society of America, Annual Meeting’de uluslararasi
bilim diinyasina sunulmustur. 3- 1998 Subat ay1 basinda KAP (Kuzeybati Anadolu Projesi) olarak
9. Cumhurbagkan1 Sayin Siileyman Demirel Bey’e takdim edilmistir. 4- Konu Denizcilik Miistesar-
l1g1, Devlet Planlama Teskilat: (DPT) Miistesarlig1, Ulastirma Bakanlig1 Miistesarlig1, Izmit Biiyiik-
sehir Belediye Baskanligi ve Sakarya Belediye Baskanligi’na da iletilmistir. 5- Cesitli dergilerde
10°dan fazla makale yaymlanmistir. 6-2002 y1li Genel Segimleri ncesi “Yeni Izmit Kanali Projesi”
Dogru Yol Partisi tarafindan hazirlanan “Hiikiimet Programi”na alinmistir. 7-DPT tarafindan kabul
edilerek 22.01.2005 tarihinde 81 ilin vali ve belediye baskanlar: ile akademisyenlerin katilmis ol-
dugu “5. Tiirkiye Sorunlari’nin Céziim Konferansi”nda belirlenmis olan “Tirkiye’ nin gelecegine
yonelik 10 proje” arasinda yer almistir. 8-Ayrica TC Kiiltiir ve Turizm Bakanlig1 Telif Haklar1 ve
Sinema Genel Midiirliigii’nlin 17 Haziran 2009 tarih ve B.16.0.THS.0.10.03.00/15995 sayil1 yazi-
sinda belirtildigi iizere “Yeni Izmit Kanali Projesi” konusu ile ilgili olarak “Kayit Tescil Belgesi”
alinmustir. 9-Ord. Prof. Ismail Hakki Uzuncarsili tarafindan ortaya konulan ayrintih bilgiler, “Bel-
leten Dergisi” Cilt 4, Say1 14-15, Nisan-Temmuz 1940 tarihli calismasindan alinmistir.
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ABSTRACT

A naturally occurred connection between the Black Sea and the Sea of Marmara through Sakarya
River, Sapanca Lake and Gulf of Izmit has been proven according to findings of the drills taken for
“the Osman Gazi Bridge” in 1990. As mentioned by Ord. Prof. Ismail Hakki Uzuncarsili, during
the Ottoman Empire a waterway without a Black Sea connection has been suggested on the route
and has been attempted six times.

Field work for “Osman Gazi Bridge” has been started 26 years ago. Samples belonging to nine
deep drills made for the bridge have been investigated by 42 scientists, 5 of which were foreigners,
in four years. In 1995, the results were compiled in the book “Quaternary sequence in the Gulf of
Tzmit”, which has 27 chapters and 355 pages. Until now, the articles included in the book have
been cited more than 450 times. New data obtained from the recent drills made in the frame work
of the bridge project strongly have supported the previous results. In 1997, considering the paleo-
ntological findings of the Gulf of Izmit drills, which were completed in 1995, it has been indicated
that Izmit Channel naturally opened and closed five times during Quaternary, between 800000 and
80000 years.

1- Regarding this information, the subject has been presented for the first time with the abstract tit-
led “Back to the past for the future” (in Turkish), in Sea of Marmara Researches Workshop-II1, whi-
ch was held in Ankara in 1997. 2- It was presented to the international scientific community during
The Geological Society of America, Annual Meeting, which was held in Salt Lake City, Utah (USA)
in 20-23 October 1997, with the abstract titled “Back to the past for the future”. 3- In February
1998, it was proposed as KAP (Kuzeybati Anadolu Projesi, Northwestern Anatolia Project) to 9th
President of the Republic Mr. Stileyman Demirel. 4- The subject was also proposed to Undersecreta-
riat of Maritime Affairs, Undersecretariat of DPT (State Planning Organization), Undersecretariat
of Ministry of Transportation Izmit Metropalitan Municipality and Sakarya Municipality. 5- More
than 10 articles were published in various journals. 6- Before the general elections in 2002, “New
Tzmit Channel Project” was taken to the “Government Program”’ prepared by the Dogru Yol Party.
7- It was accepted by DPT and in 22.01.2005 it was proposed as one of the “10 projects for Turkey's
future” in “5" Solutions of Turkeys Problems Conference” to which governors and mayors of the
81 cities and academicians attended. 8- Besides, a “Registration Certificate” related to “New Izmit
Channel Project” was acquired from TR Ministry of Culture and Tourism, General Directorate of
Copyrights and Cinema (date: 17 June 2009, Article no: B.16.0.THS.0.10.03.00/15995) 9- Detailed
information given by Ord. Prof. Ismail Hakki Uzungarsili, were quoted from his work published in
“Belleten Dergisi” Volume 4, issue 14-14, April-July 1940.
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