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Su 6nemli bir dogal kaynagimizdir. Osmanli doneminde iilke sinirlarimiz daha genis alana
yayilmaktaydi ve nehirlerimizin hemen hepsi iilkemiz sinirlar1 i¢inde kaliyordu. Tiirkiye Cum-
huriyeti’nin ilantyla sinirlarimizin kii¢iilmesinden dolay1 bazi nehirlerimiz sinir asan ve/veya
ortak sinir olusturur hale gelmistir. Bu durum politik olarak bu tiir nehirlerimizin sulariin
komsularimizla ortak kullanim durumunu olusturmustur. Son yillarda, nehirlerimiz iizerinde
enerji tiretmek, erozyonu kontrol etmek ve sulama amaciyla ¢cok sayida baraj ve golet yapil-
maktadir. Zaman zaman olusan kuraklik veya asir1 yagis gibi iklim degisiklikleri, nehirler
iizerine ingaa edilen barajlarin 6nemini ortaya koymaktadir. 2013 yilinda olusan kuraklik il-
kemize Bulgaristan’dan parayla su almak zorunda birakilirken, diger yonden asir1 yagislar
oldugunda, Bulgaristan’daki barajlardan fazla suyun birakilmasi 6zellikle Edirne ve yoresinde
sel ve tagkinlara sebep olmaktadir.

Sularimiz sadece nehirlerle degil ayni1 zamanda giiney sinirimiz boyunca oldugu gibi Mezopo-
tamya Ovasi’na yeraltindan da sinir disina akmaktadir. Ulkemiz smirlari disina ¢ikan yeralti-
suyunun miktar1 tam olarak bilinmemektedir. Gliney siirimiz giivenlik dolayistyla gegmiste
mayinlanmig bulunmakta, dolayisiyla bu alanda kapsamli su ve petrol arama imkani olma-
mistir. Diger yonden, giiney komsularimizca herhangi bir bedel 6demeden son yillarda yapilan
uluslararasi bilimsel toplantilar ve konvansiyonlarda alinan kararlar ¢er¢evesinde gelistirilme-
ye calisilan esit su paylasimi kavrami 1s1ginda kendilerine yeterli su birakilmasi i¢in oneriler
ve talepler yapilmaktadir.

Hiikiimetlerimiz 1911 yilindan zamanimiza kadar gegen zamanda su konusunda olusturulan
uluslararasi konvansiyon ve benzeri uluslararasi yasalara imza koymamistir. Komsularimizla
su konusunda yapilan ikili, tiglii goriismelerle sorunlara ¢oziim iretilmeye ¢aligilmustir.

Bu tebligde nehirlerimizin uluslararasi hukuk 1s18inda degerlendirilmesi yapilacak ve ilerde
Avrupa Birligi tiyesi olma durumu dikkate alinarak 6zellikle Avrupa Birligince sinir olusturan
ve sinir 6tesi nehirlerle ilgili yapilan dneriler agiklanacak ve ayrica Firat ve Dicle havzasindan
yeraltindan sinir 6tesine akmakta olan sularin da 6nemi vurgulanacaktir. Ayrica, iilkemizden
serbestce birakilacak sularin karsiliginda petrol gibi yeralt1 kaynaklarinca 6denmesi tartisila-
caktir.
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ABSTRACT

Water is an important natural resource for us. During the Ottoman era, almost all our rivers
were constrained within our boundaries. After declaration of the Turkish Republic s indepen-
dence, due to shortening of the boundaries of our country, some of our rivers became common
and/or transboundary. This situation created politically common use of the waters of our ri-
vers with our neighbours. In the recent years, numerous dams and ponds have been built on
our rivers for energy production, erosion control and irrigation purposes. Climatic changes,
such as drought or heavy rain occurring sporadically, has justified the importance of building
dams on rivers. While our country had to pay Bulgaria for water during the drought in 2013,
releasing of excess water from the dams in Bulgaria during the heavy rains caused flooding
around Edirne and its surroundings.

Water is not only carried by rivers, but at the same time it flows underground along our sout-
hern boundaries to the plain of Mesopotamia. It is not exactly known how much groundawater
[flows along our boundaries. Our southern boundaries has been mined in the past. This stopped
the water and petroleum exploration in this area. On the other hand, our southern neighbours
has made request and demand for sufficient amount of water in the light of equal water sharing
concept developed by the internationally organized conferences and/or bodies suggestions.

Our government has not signed any international convensions and/or agreements on water
since 1911. Conflicts with our neighbours have been overcome by conducting meetings with
neighbours in 2 or 3 parties.

In this presentation, our rivers will be evaluated in the light of international law, and taking
into consideration the fact that Turkey will be a member of Europe. Member of community in
European Union s recommendation on transboundary rivers will be explained and additional-
ly, the importance of the groundwater flow from the Firat and Dicle basins will be emphasized.
Additionally, that the freely released water from our country should be paid for by petroleum
and other underground resources will be discussed.
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