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Kisik kanyonu, Denizli ilinin kuzeyinde Civril-Baklan grabeninin glineybati kesiminde, Cal
ilge merkezinin 4 km kadar dogu giineydogusunda Biiyiik Menderes Nehri iizerinde yer alir. il
merkezine uzakligi 64 km’dir. Karayolu ile her mevsim ydreye ulasmak miimkiindiir.

Biiyiik Menderes Nehri Kisik Kanyonu’na girmeden once, Neojen gol ¢okelleri iginde, yer
yer menderesler cizerek yerlesmis oldugu goriiliir. Biiylik Menderes Nehri, Civril-Baklan
grabeni icinde kuzeydogudan giineybatiya akmakta iken, Yukariseyit Koyii’niin 1,5 km
dogusunda kuzeye dogru yon degistirir. Kuzey-giiney dogrultusunda yaklasik 3 km’lik bir
mesafe icinde nehir, Menderes Masifi’nin mermerleri i¢inde acilmis dar ve derin “Kisik
kanyonu” nda yol alir. Mermerler oldukga kirikli ve karstlasmis durumdadir. Kanyon giris ve
cikis1 deniz seviyesinden itibaren sirasiyla 760 ve 700 metredir. Vadinin Neojen istifi i¢inde
gelismis kisimlarinda goreceli olarak genisleme go6zlenir. Vadinin dogu ve batisinda
yiikseklikleri 800-900 metreler arasinda degisen birkag algak tepe yer alir. Kanyonun gelistigi
alan, dogudaki Civril-Baklan grabeni ile batidaki ¢okiintii alanlar1 arasinda bir esik 6zelligi
tasir. Kanyonun kuzey ucunda Sahanbiikii-Yazitarla yorelerindeki kirmizi renkli Neojen
tortullar1 ve giincel aliivyonlar ile kapli kesimlerde vadi genisleyerek kismen diiz tarim
alanlarina gecer. Bu diiz tarim alanlarina, kanyonun c¢ikis agzinda nehir lizerinde Devlet Su
Isleri tarafindan kurulmus bir regiilatér vasitasi ile, sulama mevsiminde kanallara su
verilmektedir. Son yillarda bu diiz alanlarda sulu tarim yapilmaktadir. Kanyon ¢ikisindan
sonra, nehrin her iki tarafinda kalan agaglik sahalar piknik alanlar1 olarak kullanilmaktadir.
Ayrica bu alana yakin Kay1 Pazar1 ve Kumdanli Kopriisii gibi tarihi yerler de bulunur.

(al yoresindeki ilce ve kdylerin yerel yoneticileri, uzun zamandir Kisik Kanyonu’nun turizme
kazandirilmasi i¢in g¢aba harcamaktadirlar. Halen kanyon giris tarafinda birka¢ balik¢i
lokantas: isletilmektedir. Son yillarda kanyonda su sporlar1 yapanlarin sayisinda bir artis
gozlenmektedir. Diger yandan, il¢e belediyesi ve kaymakamligin girigimleri ile kanyon ¢ikis
agzindan itibaren akis yukar1 dogru yaklasik 750 metrelik boliim i¢in bir proje hazirlanmistir.
Projede, kanyon c¢ikisindaki genis alanda ziyaretcilere yonelik otopark, tuvalet, lokanta,
kafeterya, hediyelik esya ve yoresel iirlin satis reyonlari ile akarsuyun maksimum su
seviyesinden1,0-1,5 m yiiksekte ahsap yaya yiirliylis yollarinin yapimi 6n goriilmiistiir.

Kanyon alan1 ve ¢evresi ayni zamanda arkeolojik kalmtilar yoniinden de zengindir. Dik¢e vadi
yamagclarinda irili ufakli pek ¢ok magara ve oyuk fark edilmektedir. Ancak bugiine kadar



diizenli bir kazi ¢aligmasi ve bilimsel aragtirma yapilmamistir. Bazi antik mezarlar ne yazik ki
hazine avcilar tarafindan tahrip edilmis durumdadir.

Cal bolgesi baglari ile linliidiir. Son yillarda sarap basta olmak {izere, {izim {iriinlerine yonelik
yatirnmlar giderek artmaktadir. Bilimsel c¢aligmalarin ve gerekli alt yapr yatirimlarinin
tamamlanmasi1 ve 1yi bir tamitimla birlikte, Kisik kanyonu yoreye oldukg¢a yararli katkilar
saglayacaktir.

Bu calisma ile Kisik kanyonu ve ¢evresinin jeolojik konumu ve kiiltiirel jeoloji yoniinden
onemi vurgulanmis, bir jeosit olarak Onerilebilecegi sonucuna varilmstir. Oniimiizdeki
yillarda basta jeolojik, jeoarkeolojik caligmalar olmak iizere, ¢ok yonlii ayrintili aragtirmalarla
inceleme alani hakkinda daha fazla bilgiye ulasilmis olacaktir.

Anahtar kelimeler: Kisik kanyon, jeosit, Cal, Denizli,

ABSTACT

Kisik Canyon, northern part of the city of Denizli and on the Buyuk Menderes river, is located
4 km far away from the city centre of the Cal that is located east-northern part of the province
of Denizli. It is 64 km away from Denizli. It is possible to reach the terrain every day of the
year by highway.

The Biiyiikk Menderes River is seen as incised in the Neogene lacustrine deposits by drawing
meanders in places at the beginning of the Kisik canyon. It turns toward the north at 1.5 km
east of the Yukariseyit village while the river-flow from northeast to southwest in the Civril-
Baklan graben. The marbles are quite fractured and karstified. The entrance and exit of the
canyon are 760 and 700 m in elevation, respectively. Widening is seen at the valley segments,
which was developed in Neogene sedimentary succession. The river flow in a deep and
narrow gorge incised within the marbles of the Menderes massif from south to north in
distance of approximately 3 km. At the east and west sides of the valley there are a few hills
changing between 800-900m in elevation. The area, where canyon developed, resembles a
threshold between Civril-Baklan graben and depressional area in the west. The canyon passes
towards partly smooth agricultural areas by widening at the fields covered by red colored
Neogene deposits and recent alluvium of Sahanbiikii-Yazitarla areas to the north end of the
canyon.

Water is given to these smooth agricultural areas using a regulator constructed at the exit of
the canyon on the river by Turkish State Hydrolic Authority in irrigation season. Agriculture
by irrigation has nowadays been made at the smooth areas. After the canyon exit, wooded
areas on both sides of the river bed are used as picnic places. Additionally, there are historical
sites such as Kayir Bazaar and the Kumdanli Bridge close to the wooded areas. Local
administrators of the town and villages around the Cal region effort to be earn of the Kisik
canyon to tourism for along time. A few fish restaurants have already been run at the entrance
side of the canyon. There are an increase number of rafting peoples in last years. On the other
side, with attempts of the local authorities, a project was prepared for a part of 750m up-flow
from the exit mouth. In the project, on the wide area at the exit side, auto park, toilet,
restaurant, cafe, shops for local products and gift and wooden walking road at 1,0-1,5m high
over the water level have been planned to construct. The canyon area and its surroundings are



rich in point of archaeological ruins. Both large and small a lot of caves and cavities are
perceptible on steeply valley slope, but until now, a regular excavation and scientific studies
are not made. Some antique tombs unfortunately are destroyed by treasure hunters. The Cal
region is famous with vineyard. Investments have presently been increasing gradually
oriented towards grape products.

By the completion of the scientific studies and required substructures, and with a good
presentation, the Kisik canyon will provide an important contribution to the Cal region. In this
study, geological setting and importance of the Kisik canyon and surroundings in the point of
cultural geology have been emphasized and thought to be offered as a geosite. In near future,
more information by multidisciplinary and detailed researches and geological and
geoarchaeological studies will be achieved.
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