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The origin and evolution of the Black Sea basin have been subject of discussions and controversies.
Popular hypotheses consider it either as a relict sea or as a Cenozoic basin.

At the background of the Peri-Tethyan Mesozoic evolution of the Late Alpine tectonic units in the
eastern parts of the Balkan Peninsula (Moesian platform, Balkanides, Srednogorie, Morava-
Rhodope), several zones are typified by Tethyan sedimentation: Northern Dobrogea, East Balkan
(Stara planina), Strandzha. A number of similarities exist between these units; they allow to
recognize the existence of a Mesozoic Northern (Euxinian) Tethys. However, considerable
differences existed between these units, and namely:

- Northern Dobrogean orogen: sedimentation of deep marine sediments in Triassic and Jurassic
times; breaks and compression in earliest Dogger and latest Jurassic, with consecutive sealing by
Cenomanian,;

- East Balkan (Kotel orogen, Matorides): similar deep-sea sedimentation in Triassic to Mid Jurassic
times within an East Balkan (Kotel) rift (trough) ending with Mid Norian - Early Toarcian
Wildflysch, Late Toarcian sandstones and Middle Jurassic olistostrom; compressional events in
end-Middle Jurassic and Mid Cretaceous?, sealing by Cenomanian;

- allochthonous Strandzha (Veleka unit): Lower Triassic mature sandstones followed by flysch-like,
volcanogenic and carbonate deep marine Triassic (possible island-arc similar to the Mandritsa-
Makri unit, or parts of the East Balkan trough); Late Triassic folding and thrusting 6ver Balkanide-
type Triassic, with tectonic imbrication with Palaecozoic slices; Lower - Middle Jurassic
Balkanide-type cover, Middle Jurassic and Mid-Cretaceous deformations, subsequent
Cenomanian sealing.

Triassic to Middle Jurassic correlations allow to reconstruct a Triassic to Middle Jurassic Tethys
(Northern Tethys, Euxinian Tethys) that represented a complex basin with different bathymetric
zones and "blind" westward-wedging Kotel trough. Intense Late Triassic - Early Jurassic and
Middle Jurassic compressional deformations led to accretion to the Balkanide-type basins, and
uplift south of the downwarped southern edge of the Early Cretaceous Moesian basin.

it is not defmitely proven whether the Triassic - Middle Jurassic Euxinian Tethys has been entirely
closed by Middle Jurassic to Mid Cretaceous compressions or some parts of the Western Black Sea
basin could eventually be its relics. The new opening of the Black Sea was related to the Coniacian
- Campanian extension and crustal thinning almost coinciding with the former Kotel trough, and the
formation of the complex volcanic island-arc system of the Srednogorie and Pontides. Keywords:
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Mesozoik Oksiniyen Tetisi: Bat: Karadeniz kiyilarindan kanitlar

Karadeniz havzasinin kokeni ve evrimi, tartisma ve ihtilaf konusu olmustur. G6zde olan hipotezler
bu havzanin ya bir kalint1 deniz ya da bir Senozoik havzasi oldugunu varsayarlar.

Balkan yarimadasinin dogu bdliimlerinde, Ge¢ Alpin tektonik birimlerinin (Moesya Platformu,
Balkanidler, Srednogori, Morava-Rodop) Tetis-¢cevresi Mesozoik evriminin arka planinda Tetis
sedimantasyonu ile temsil edilen zonlar bulunur: Kuzey Dobruca, Dogu Balkan (Stara planina),
Istrancalar. Bu birimler arasinda bir dizi benzerlik vardir; bu zonlar, bir Mesozoik kuzey (Oksinik)
Tetisin varliginin kabul edilmesine olanak tanirlar. Ancak, bu birimler arasinda, asagida belirtildigi



gibi, 6nemli farkliliklar da izlenir:

-Kuzey Dobruca Orojeni: Trias ve Jura'da derin denizel sedimanlarm depolanmasi; Senomaniene
dogru kapanan, en Erken Dogger ve en Geg Jura'daki kirilmalar ve sikismalar.

-Dogu Balkan (Kotel orojeni, Matoridler): Trias-Orta Jura arasi donemde, Orta Norien-Erken
Toarsien donemi flisi ile sona eren Dogu Balkan (Kotel) rifti (teknesi) icinde benzer derin-deniz
sedimantasyonu, Geg¢ Toarsien kumtaglar1 ve Orta Jura olistostromu; Senomanien'de kapanan, Orta
Jura-sonu Orta Kretase arasi sikisma olaylari. -Allokton Istranca (Veleka birimi): Erken Trias
olgunlagsmis kumtaslari; bunu flis-benzeri, volkanojenik, karbonatlardan olusan derin deniz Triasi
(muhtemelen, Mandritsa-Makri birimine ya da Dogu Balkan Teknesinin bazi1 boliimlerine benzeyen
ada-yay1); Balkanid-tip Trias iizerinde Ge¢ Trias kivrimlanmalar1 ve bindirmeleri (Paleozoik
dilimler tasiyan tektonik bindirmeler); Erken-Orta Jura yasli Balkanid-tip ortii, Orta Jura ve Orta
Kretase deformasyonlari, Senomanien'de kapanma.

Trias-Orta Jura arasinin korelasyonlari, Trias-Orta Jura arasi yasl ve farkli batimetrik zonlarla ve
"kor", bat1 yonde kamalanan Kotel teknesi ile karmasik bir havzayr ornekleyen bir Tetis (Kuzey
Tetis, Oksinik Tetis) kurgusuna olanak tanir. Ge¢ Trias-Erken Jura arasi ve Orta Jura sikisma
deformasyonlari, Balkanid-tip havzalarin eklenmesine ve Erken Kretase Moesya havzasinin asagi
yonde biikiilmiis gliney kenarmin giiney boliimiiniin ylikselmesine yolagmuistir.

Trias-Orta Jura aras1 Oksinik Tetisin Orta Jura'dan Orta Kretase'ye dek siiren sikismalar sonucu
tiimiiyle kapanip kapanmadig1 ya da Bati Karadeniz havzasinin bazi boliimlerinin bunun kalitilart
olup olmadig1 agik¢a belirlenemez. Karadenizin yeni agilmasi, Kotel teknesi ve Srednogori ve
Pontidlerin karmasik volkanik ada-yay1 sisteminin olusumu ile neredeyse cakisan, Koniasien-
Kampanien acilmasi/genislemesi ve kabuk incelmesi ile ilintilidir. Anahtar Kelimeler: Mesozoik
evrimi, Tetis, Karadeniz



