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Cevre ve g¢evre sistemleri, gegmisten giiniimiize bir¢ok medeniyetin ortak mirasi 6zelligin-
dedir. Diyarbakir’da bulunan akarsu ve vadi sistemleri de bu 6zellikleri nedeniyle UNESCO
Diinya Dogal ve Kiiltlirel Miras listesine dahil edilmistir. Bu mirasin gelecegi bir yandan bi-
zim sec¢im ve eylemlerimize bagliyken, diger yandan da yer sistemi tarihindeki degisikliklerin
akarsu dinamiklerine etkisine baglidir. Bu tarihge, akarsuyun taskin ovasi ¢cevresinde gozlenen
taracalarda ve giintimiizde derine kazdig1 ana kaya ile iliskilerinde yazilidir.

Dicle Nehri sisteminin evriminin anlagilmasi amaciyla 2014 ve 2015 yillarinda gergeklestiri-
len iki hedef bolgede arazi calismasi gergeklestirilmistir: (i) Akarsuyun, sehir duvarlari (sag
yaka) ve Universite (sol yaka) ¢evresinde bulunan taracalar iizerine kurulu Hevsel Bahgele-
11, (i) Diyarbakir Bogazi’nin asag1 ¢igirlarinda kalan, Karacadag’in sag yakasindan Dicle’ye
yakinsadig1 kesimdeki aliivyal depolar. Ilksel sonuglarimiz, Dicle Nehri ve vadisinin evrimi
hakkinda 6nemli ipuglar1 ortaya koymaktadir. Uzun siireli dinamiklerin giintimiiz yer sekille-
rinin gelisimine ve akarsuyun gelecegine olan etkisi gz oniinde bulunduruldugunda Heysel
Bahgeleri ve Diyarbakir ¢evresindeki Dicle Vadisi’nin yonetimi ve korunmasin gerekliligi ve
Oonemi ortaya ¢ikmaktadir. Bu sonuglar, ¢evre sistemlerinin sadece insanoglunun giiniimiize
dair proje ve hirslarinin pasif izleyicileri degil, gelecegimizin kurulmasinda 6nemli bir aktor
oldugunu hatirlatmaktadir.
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ABSTRACT

Environment and environmental systems have memories which become heritages common to
several civilizations. The river and valley systems at Diyarbakir are such a heritage, which
is now part of the UNESCO List of Natural and Cultural World Heritage. This heritage now
depends today;, first on our decisions and deeds, but also on the history of the system dynamics
which impacts the dynamics of the river whatever we do to it. This history is recorded in the
terraces stretching along the river flood plain, and in the relationships between the river and
the substratum that it incises.

In 2014 and 2015, we investigated two areas related to the recent evolution of the river: (i)
the Hevsel gardens, which correspond to river terraces stepping at the foot of the city walls
(right bank) and of the University (left bank), (ii) alluvial deposits downstream the Diyarbakir
gorges, where right-bank from the Karacadag converge towards the Tigris. Our first results
provide new insights into the recent evolution of the Tigris valley and River. Enlightening the
impact of long-term dynamics onto the present evolution of the landscapes and onto the rivers
future, they directly address the management and preservation of the Hevsel Gardens and
Tigris River valley in the Diyarbakir area. As such, this example demonstrates the necessity to
consider environmental systems as acting parts of our future, and not only as passive actors
of our projects and ambitions.
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