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Batman’ni 35 km giineydogusunda Dicle Nehri kiyisinda yer alan Hasankeyf, ge¢misinde
medreseler, rasathane, dariissifa gibi egitim kurumlariyla bolgenin ilim ve kiiltiir merkezi ol-
makla birlikte, ulagim yollar1 ve ticaret merkezlerinin yer degistirmesiyle giinimiizde 6nemini
yitirmis tarihi bir yerlesmedir. Kenarlar1 Dicle nehrine kavusan akarsular tarafindan derince
yarilmis korunmaya elverisli basamaklar seklindeki diizliikler tizerinde kurulmus olan Hasan-
keyf, insan giicliyle kayalara oyulmus yiizlerce kayaoyugu mesken ve yerlesme fonksiyonla-
rindan olugmaktadir. Yakin ge¢mise kadar yerlesik olan Hasankeyf, gerek milattan 6nce ge-
rekse milattan sonraki ¢caglarda 6nemli bir yerlesme olmus ve pek ¢ok medeniyeti biinyesinde
barindirmustir.

Hasankeyf ve yakin ¢evresi sahip oldugu zengin tarihsel yapilar1 ve dogal 6zellikleri nedeniyle
1981-y1linda 2863 Sayili Kiiltiir ve Tabiat Varliklarint Koruma Kanununa gore biitiiniiyle sit
alani ilan edilerek (Kiiltiir ve Turizm Bakanlig1) koruma altina alinmigtir. Hasankeyf’in 6zgiin
degeri, jeolojik ve jeomorfolojik yapinin giiniin sartlarina uygun olarak akillica kullanimindan
kaynaklanir. Oncelikle Hasankeyf savunma fonksiyonu &n planda olan bir yerlesmedir. Tek-
tonizma ve gii¢lii akarsu asindirmasi kenarlar1 oldukga dik, sarp ve yiiksek ve ele gecirilmesi
gii¢ yerlesme platformunun olusmasina neden olmustur. Ote yandan yerlesme, binlerce niifusu
barindirabilecek kayaoyugu meskenlerden ve kompleks yerlesim fonksiyonlarindan meydana
gelmektedir (yollar, merdivenler, sarniglar, Dicle Nehrine inen su tiinelleri, savunma yapila-
r1 ve diger mimari sosyal ve yonetsel mekanlar). Boylesine kompleks ve organize bir kaya
kentinin olusumunda en 6nemli faktor, jeomorfolojik yapinin yani sira kugkusuz kayag 6zel-
likleridir. Meskenlerin oyuldugu ve korunakli kentin insa edildigi birim, s1§ denizel ortamda
olusmus kirectast ve dolomitlerden olusan Eosen yasli Hoya Formasyonu’nun iist kesimlerini
olusturan nisbeten yataya yakin tabakali, erime bosluklu, iiste dogru evaporit miktar1 artan,
tebesirli, travertenimsi karbonatlardir. Bu kayagclar direncli, saglam, masif ancak kolay islene-
bilir 6zelliktedir.

Tarihi 6neminin yani sira konumu, yer se¢imi, dogal ¢evrenin akillica kullanimi, adeta bir kaya
kentini andiran gérkemli goriintiisii, cevresindeki jeolojik- jeomorfolojik unsurlarin zenginligi
ve yerlesmenin siirekliligine etkisi, Hasankeyf’in 6zgiin bir kiiltiirel jeolojik miras olarak ele
alinmasi ve degerlendirilmesini gerektirmektedir.
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ABSTRACT

Although Hasankeyf, located by the Tigris river 35 km south-eastern of Batman, was the center
of science and culture of the region with educational institutions such as madrasas, observa-
tory, health centers in the past, it is now a historical settlement place which lost its importance,
because transportation ways changed their routes and commercial centers changed their pla-
ces. Hasankeyf, whose edges reach to the coast of the Tigris river and was built in the shape
of steps convenient for protection, deeply cut by rivers, and consists of hundreds of caves and
settlement functions curved into the rocks with human power. Hasankeyf has been an impor-
tant settlement place both before and after Christ ages and has cradled many civilizations.

Hasankeyf and its nearby vicinity were declared as the site area and taken under protection
by the Ministry of Culture and Tourism according to Cultural and Natural Assets Protection
Law dated 1981 and numbered 2863 due to rich historical structures and natural features. The
authentic value of Hasankeyf stems from the fact that the geological and geomorphological
structures were used wisely in accordance with the conditions of those days. Hasankeyf is
initially a settlement place whose defence function is in the foreground. Tectonism and strong
river erosion have led to formation of a settlement platform whose edges are very steep, jag-
ged and high and whose seizure is very difficult. On the other hand, the settlement consists of
man-made rock hollow shelters and complex settlement functions which can accommodate a
population of thousands (streets, stairs, rainwater reservoirs, water tunnels going down to the
Tigris river, defence structures and other architectural social and governmental buildings).
The most important factor in existence of such a complex and organized rock city is, without
doubt, properties of the rock besides geomorphological structure. The unit, where houses are
carved and sheltered city is constructed, is of carbonates relatively horizontal layered, melting
pore, the evaporitic amount of which increases towards upper part, chalky, travertine like
carbonates which make the upper part of Eocene Hoya Formation comprising of limestones
and dolomites occurring in shallow marine environment. These rocks are resistant, strong and
massive, while they have properties to be easily worked on.

In addition to historical importance, it is essential that Hasankeyf should be handled and
evaluated as a cultural and geologic heritage because of its location, selection of its place,
usage of the natural environment wisely, its magnificent appearance resembling to a rocky city,
the richness of geological and geomorphological structures around it and its effect on lasting
settlement.
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