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Inceleme alani, Tiirkiye’nin dogusunda bulunan Dogu Anadolu Bélgesi’'nde Kirdag’daki,
Senkaya (Erzurum) ilgesinin bati-kuzeybatisinda yer alir. Tiirkiye’de ve Diinya’da ger¢ekten
nadir rastlanan yesil opal, koyu ve agik tonlarda elma veya fistik yesili renginde bir
mineraloiddir. Yesil opal, Kirdag bolgesi igerisindeki kaya topluluklarindan mavi sist fasiyesine
ait metamorfik melanj birimin parcasi olan ve metakumtasi-seylden olugan formasyon iginde
bulunmaktadir. Kirdag Ofiyolitleri; altindaki metamelanj moloz akintistyla beraber, boninitik
kayalarmn da dahil oldugu ofiyolitlerden tiireyen mavi sist ¢akillari da icermektedir. Ulkemizin
yart degerli taslar1 gizli kalmistir, bilinenler ise ocaklarindan ya da mostradaki haliyle tahrip
edilerek alinmaktadir. Tiirkiye’de 19 adet degerli ve yar1 degerli miicevher tasi niteligi tagryan
mineraller vardir. Opal 6nemli miicevher taglarindan biridir. Opal, genellikle amorf bir yapiya
sahip olsa da, silisin kristal olmayan bir seklidir. Opal 100°C altinda olugmus bir silikat jelidir
(cokelimidir). Bu jel sedimanter tabaka ¢atlak ve yariklari i¢ine sizarak olusmustur. Yesil opalin
iizerinde dogal olarak baz1 sekil ve desenler vardir. Bu desenlere halk tarafindan “manzara” ad
verilmistir. Senkaya (Erzurum) yesil opali, “Senkaya Ziimriiti” olarak bilinen ve miicevherat
sektoriinde kullanilan bir miicevher tasidir. Yesil opal yore halk: tarafindan ¢ikarilarak Oltu’da
bulunan atolyelerde islenmekte ve 60°tan fazla esnaf tarafindan satis1 yapilmaktadir. Ayrica
yesil opalle ilgili ruhsatli sahaya sahip yorede herhangi bir firma da bulunmamaktadir.
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ABSTRACT

The study area is located in the west-northwest of Kirdag, Senkaya (Erzurum) in the east
Anatolian Region. The green opal which is a rarely seen mineraloid in Turkey and World is
available in the metasandstone-shale rocks part of the blue schist metamorphic mélange in the
Kirdag Region. The green opal is deposited in the Ziimriit metamorphics along with Triassic
ophiolitic rocks underlain by the metamorphic rocks originated by a negatively developed
thrust in the Kirdag Region. There are 19 minerals that could be qualified as precious and se-
mi-precious stones in Turkey. Opal is one of the important jewellery stones. Although it has an
amorphous structure, it is a noncrystalline kind of siliceous. Opal is a siliceous gel occurring
below 100°C. This gel occupying bedding fractures and cracks constituted the green opal in
the region. Green opal has natural figures and designs on the surface. Senkaya (Erzurum) and
it is named “Senkaya Emerald” by countryside and is gemstone in jewellery sector. The green
opal is unearthed by locals, is processed at workshops in Oltu, and is sold by over 60 artisans.
Furthermore, there is no firm which located this region, has licensed green opal area.
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