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Bu calismada, Bitlis il sinirlar1 igerisinde yer alan 6nemli jeolojik olusumlar jeolojik miras
kavramut igerisinde tanitilmaya c¢alisilmis, bu alanlarin koruma altina alinmalar1 ve jeoturizm
potansiyellerinin degerlendirilmeleri konularina dikkat ¢ekilmeye ¢aligilmistir.

Dogu Anadolu Bolgesi’nin en yash (Paleozoyik) kayaglar1 Bitlis Masifi’ni olusturmustur. Bu
metamorfik kayaglar Orta-Geg Miyosende Arap Plakasi ile Avrasya Plakasinin ¢arpismasindan
sonra, Van’in giineyinden baslayip Bitlis’ten Malatya’ya uzanan bir kusak boyunca yiizeylen-
meye baglamistir.

Bitlis li’nin Adilcevaz ilgesi ¢evresinde yaygin olarak yiizeyleyen kiregtaslari ilgenin adryla
anilir. Erken Miyosen’de, alttan iiste dogru gittikge siglasan ve yayilan bir deniz ortamin-
da olusmus Adilcevaz kirectaglari, resifal 6zelliktedir. Dogu Anadolu’da Neotektonik donem
Adilcevaz kirectaginin yiizeylenmesi ile baglamistir.

Bitlis ilinin en bilinen jeolojik miras alan1 Nemrut Dag1’dir. Kaldera seklindeki bir volkanik
dag olan Nemrut, Dogu Anadolu’da Kuvaterner yash volkan dizisinin en énemli aktif tiye-
lerinden biridir. Tiirkiye’nin jeolojik miras nitelikli dogal taslarindan biri olan Ahlat tag1 da
Nemrut Stratovolkaninin piroklastik iiriinlerinden biridir. Bitlis Iline bagli Ahlat ilgesi gev-
resinde yaygin olarak yiizeylenen bu iiriin ¢esitli yayinlarda volkanik tiif, andezitik tiif ya da
ignimbirit olarak tanimlanmustir.

Kuvaterner volkanizmasinin tiriinii olan Siiphan Dagi, Bitlis’in bir diger jeolojik miras alani-
dir. Siiphan Dag1 Anadolu’nun iigiincii yliksek dorugu olup (4058 m), zirve kesiminde 1 km
¢apinda bir son piiskiirme lav tlimsegi ve kiigiik buzul golleri igeren bir de kalderast bulun-
maktadir.

Bitlis ili yalnizca karada degil, Van Golii’niin i¢inde de jeolojik miras nitelikli olusumlari
barindirir. Tatvan, Adilcevaz ve Resadiye ilgeleri agiklarinda Diinya’da bilinen en biiyiik mik-
robiyalit olusumlar1 belirlenmistir.
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ABSTRACT

In this study, the major geological formations within the borders of the Bitlis province have
been introduced in the concept of geological heritage, the issues of the protection of these sites
and evaluation of geotourism potential of them were tried to draw attention.

The oldest (Paleozoic) rocks of Eastern Anatolia constitute the Bitlis Massif. These metamorp-
hic rocks started to outcrop as a belt from south of Van and Bitlis to Malatya after collision
of Arabian plate and Eurasia plate during Middle-Late Miocene.

The limestones widely outcropping around Adilcevaz county of Bitlis are known by the name
of this county. Adilcevaz limestones that were formed during Early Miocene in a marine envi-
ronment that is spreading and being shallower from bottom to top have reefal character. Ne-
otectonic period in Eastern Anatolia was begun with the outcropping of Adilcevaz limestone.

The best-known geological heritage in the province of Bitlis is Mount Nemrut. Nemrut is a cal-
dera shaped volcanic mountain and it is one of the most important active member of Quater-
nary volcanoes of Eastern Anatolia. Ahlat Stone, which is one of the natural stones qualified as
geological heritage in Turkey, is a product of Nemrut stratovolcano. This product that widely
outcrops around Ahlat county of Bitlis is called as volcanic tuff, andesitic tuff or ignimbrite in
various publications.

Mount Suphan, which is a product of Quaternary volcanism, is another geological heritage
site in Bitlis. Suphan Mountain is the third highest peak (4058 m) in Anatolia. There is a cal-
dera in mountain including a last eruption lava mound on top (1 km in diameter) and small
glacial lakes.

Bitlis hosts geological heritages not only in land, but also in Lake Van. The largest known
microbialites were determined in offshores of Tatvan, Adilcevaz and Resadiye counties,
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