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Gozne yolu (KB Mersin) Sarni¢ mevkiinde yapilan istinat duvari ¢alismalari sirasinda
kirilan tasin i¢inden ¢ikan uzun yapilar bir tag ustasi tarafindan ayrilarak incelenmek iizere
getirilmistir.

Materyalin alindig1 lokalite, killi-kumlu kiregtas: litolojisiyle temsil edilen Orta-Geg
Miyosen yash Karaisali formasyonudur. Materyal, kiregtasi i¢cinde keskin dokanakli kaliplar
icinde bulunmusgtur. Bu durum, kirectasi ¢dkelmesinin daha sonra oldugunu gostermektedir.
Kirectaslar1, Flabellipecten gibi pelesipodlar, Echinolampas, Clypeaster gibi echinoidler
ve mercanlart bollukla bulunduran sicak ve sig bir denizel ortami isaret eder. Cokelme
ortamindaki Oksijen yogunluguna ve gelentinin farklilasmasina bagli olarak kiregtaslari
sarimsidan-griye degisen farkli renklerde goriiliir. Kiregtaslarinda yasam izlerine dair yapilar
(biyotiirbasyon) da bollukla bulunur.

Caligma materyalinden yapilan ince kesitlerde; dis kismin silislesmis, i¢ kismin kalsit
dolgu oldugu goriiliir. D1s kistmda ana malzeme; demiroksit boyanmalar1 gosteren, opal
veya kalsedon olabilecek silisdir. Catlak ve gozeneklerin iginde kalsit dolgu mevcutdur.
Gozeneklerin ¢evresinde sarilimli laminalar gozlenir. Bu laminalar, siingerimsi bir goriinim
sunar. Bol olarak bulunan siyah lekelerin organik kalintilar olabilecegi diisiiniilmiis, bu
haliyle materyalin silislesmis bir kemik yapis1 oldugu saptanmistir.

Materyalin; SireniaDeniz Inekleri takim (Dugongidae) ailesine ait Metaxytherium medium
(Desmarest, 1822) Hoojer 1952 oldugu saptanmistir. Materyal farkli uzunlukta . 4 cm
eninde,ve 3.5 cm kalinlikta kaburga kemiklerinden olugmustur.

Deniz inekleri genis ve yasst govdeli, palet sekilli kuyrugu olan biiyiik ve sucul memeliler
olup, ti¢c-dort tirnakli iki adet 6n yiizgec tasirlar. Sadece tropikal ve yari tropikal bolgelerin
kiyt denizlerinde yasayan, otgul hayvanlardir. Metaxytherium medium ait bulgular Orta
Paratetis’te Badeniyen, Akdeniz’de Geg Pliyosen’e kadar devam eder Bilinen diger fosil
ornekleri Italya, Avusturya, Hollanda ve Fransa’da bulunmustur.

Tiirkiye’deki ilk deniz inegi fosili yine yazarlar tarafindan Mersin’de (Sandaldagi-Erdemli)
bulunmus ve Metaxytherium medium olarak tammlanmistir Ulkemizde ve diinyada sadece

siirlt alanlarda gortilmesi nedeniyle dnemli bir bulgudur.
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ABSTRACT

Elongated structures, which were removed from broken rocks during the construction
of retaining wall on the Gézne (NW Mersin) road, were brought by a stone mason for
examination.

Material was taken from a locality where the lithology is represented by argillaceous-sandy
limestone of the Middle to Late Miocene aged Karaisali Formation. The material was found
in limestone with sharp contacts. This is due to before deposition of limestone. Limestones
with abundant Flabellipecten (pelecypod), Echinolampas and Clypeaster (echinoid), and
corals indicate warm and shallow marine environment. Colour of the limestones change
from yellowish to gray depending on oxygen concentration and variations in currents. In the
limestones, traces of life such as bioturbation are common.

In the thin sections of studied materials, a silicified outer portion and calcite-infill in inside
are seen. The main material in the outer part is silica of either opal or chalcedony showing
iron oxide staining. Calcite infilling is present in fractures and pores. Laminae coating the
pores are observed. These laminae give a spongy appearance. Abundant black mottlings are
probably residue of organic materials, for this reason, it is determined to be silicified bones.
The other known fossil specimens are available only in Italy and France.

The material is determined to be belong to the species of rib bones of Metaxytherium medium
(Desmarest, 1822) Hoojer 1952. The material consists of rib bones which are different in
length, 4 cm in width and 3.5 cm thick. Dugongs are large and flat-bodied, palette-shaped
tail and a large and aquatic mammals, have three-four-toed two front fins. These are
herbivorous animals living in coastal seas of tropical and semi-tropical regions. The other
fossils specimens were recorded in Italy, Oustricth, Holland and France. In Turkey, first sea
cow fossils have been found by the authors in Mersin (Sandaldag-Erdemli) and have been
identified as Metaxytherium medium. These are important findings because they occur only
in limited areas in our country and also in the world.
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