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Arhab bolgesinde kesfedilen dinozorlarin iz bolgeleri, Arap yarimadasinda yapilan ilk
bulustur. Kesfedilen dinozor ayak izleri ve parcalar1 Orta Jura — Erken Kretase ¢okellerinden
kiregtas1 platformlarindan elde edilmistir. Arhab bdlgesi, bagkent Sana’a’nin yaklasik 25
km kuzeyinde yer almaktadir. Bélgenin toplam yiizélgtimii 1275 km? olup, toplam niifusu
116,112 kisidir. Arhab bolgesi, 6nemli anitlar ve dinozorlarin iz bolgeleri, fosil baliklar ve
Oligosen hayvan iskeletlerini de igeren bilimsel buluslar i¢in bir platform olusturmaktadir. Bu
degerler, bolgeyi cevresel ve jeoturizm bakimindan énemli ve degerli hale getirmektedir. A)
icerdigi jeo degerler: (1) dinozor iz bolgeleri: kesfedilen 6nemli dinozor iz bolgeleri Serwah
bolgesi (44 157527 D, 15 48’ 41" K) ile Darafat ve Bietaljaled koyleri arasinda yer alan
Sheb-Aladieg ve Alziul iz bolgeleridir (15°44°823” K, 44°11°685” D). Dérdiincti iz bdlge
Bietshafal kdy simurlart igerisinde yer almaktadir (15°49°847” K, 44°15°877” D). Besinci
iz bolgesi ise Bietsifan koyli icerisinde bulunmaktadir (1548319 K ve 4412°949” D). (2)
Dinozorlarin ekosistemine ait isaretler: kaynak ¢ukurlari ile temsil edilmekte ve bunlarin dere
yataklar1 sekillerini Bietshafal iz alaninda ana kaya dokularinda birakmustir. (3) kesfedilen
nehir yataklari: Knightia sp (nesli tiikenmis dere balig1) fosilleri Sheraa ve Biet-Alanz koy
smirlari igerisinde kesfedilmistir. Bu fosiller ¢ok iyi korunmus olup, toplu éliimleri bunlarin
birlikte hareket eden baliklar olup tek bir alanda sikistiklarini ve tek bir ¢evresel etki sonucu
oldiiklerini gdstermektedir. (4) Oligosen memeli fosillerine ait gomiilmiis kemiklerin kesfi:
Aljanadibah k&yiinde bulunan boynuzlugillere ait iskelet ve farkli hayvanlara ait kemik
fosillerinin Oligosen donemine ait olduguna inanilmaktadir. B) Saba ve Hemier (yaklasik
3000 yil oncesi) donemlerini ¢agrigtiran ve pek cok anit alaninda yer alan arkeolojik
degerler: Bolgede yer alan tarihi yerler ne ¢alisilmis ne de korunmus ya da turizm agisindan
gelistirilmistir. Onemli amt merkezlerinden biri olan Serwah igerisinde yer alan degerli sey
ornithopods iki ayakli ii¢ parmakli dinazorlarin iz alaninin bulunmasidir. Arhab bdlgesindeki
bir diger énemli tarihi anit noktasi ise, bolgede Islamiyet dncesi doneme ait en 5nemli dinsel
merkezler olan Etwah Fort ve Mabad Riam’in bulundugu Riam dagidir. Burada bahsedilenler
Arhab bdlgesinde yer alan tarihi anitlara sadece birkag ornektir. Daha fazla gevresel ve
arkeolojik calisma, bu degerlerin korunmasi ve turizm agisindan siirdiiriilebilir bir kalkinma
icin gereklidir.
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ABSTRACT

Dinosaurs’ track sites are discovered in Arhab district and it is the first discovery in the
Arabian Peninsula. The discovered dinosaurs’footprints and tracks came from the limestone
platform of the Middle Jurassic to Early Cretaceous deposits. Arhab district is just about
25 km north of Sana’a city (the capital). The total area of the district is about 1275 km’
and its total population is 116112. The district is a platform for many important monument
places and important science discoveries including dinosaurs track sites, fossil fish and
skeletons of Oligocene animals. These values make this district very important and valuable
for environmental and geo tourism. A) The geo-values include: 1) dinosaurs’ track sites:
the important discovered dinosaurs’track sites are Serwah track site, (44 15°52” E, 15 48’
417”N) and two other track sites located between the villages of Darafat and Bietaljaled,
they are Sheb-Aladieg and Alziul track sites, (N15°44°823" E44°11°685”). The fourth
track site is located within the boundaries of the village of Bietshafal (N15°49°847” and E
44°15°877”). The fifth track site is located within the village of Bietsifan, (1548319 North
and 4412°949” East). 2) Signs of the dinosaurs’ ecosystem: represented in spring pits and
their stream paths that had taken their shapes in the bed rock texture at Bietshafal track
site. 3) Discovered river bed: fossils of Knightia sp (an extinct river fish) are discovered
within the boundaries of the villages of Sheraa and Biet-Alanz. The fossils preserved very
well in a mass mortality indicating that they were schooling fish confined to a single plane,
and indicate a single environmental event induced their death. 4) Discovered site of buried
bone fossils of Oligocene mammals: skeleton of bividae hors and bone fossils of different
animals believed to belong to the Oligocene have been discovered in Aljanadibah village.
B) The archeological values represented in many important monument places refered back
to Saba and Hemier (about 3000 years ago). The historical places in the district are neither
studied nor preserved or developed for tourism. One of the most important monument point
is Serwah, the valuable thing is that an ornithopods bipedal tridactyl dinosaurs’ track site
is located within the boundary of this monument site. Riam mountain is another important
historical monument point in Arhab where Etwah Fort and Mabad Riam which were the most
important religious places in the region before Islam.

What have been mentioned are not all the historical monuments in Arhab, but they are
Jjust examples. More environmental and archeological studies in the district are need to be
preserved and sustainably developed for tourism.
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