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Giliniinlimiizde yagayan 3 tiirle temsil edilen, filler ve mamutlarin i¢inde bulundugu
Elephantidae ailesi, yiiksek evrim ve tiirlesme hizt ve grup igerisindeki filogenetik
iligkiler agisindan olduk¢a 6nemli bir gruptur. Ayrica, hizli evrimleri nedeniyle Kuvaterner
calismalarinda indeks fosil olarak biiyliik 6neme sahiptir. Anadolu, Elephantidae ailesinin,
Afrika, Asya ve Avrupa arasindaki go¢ii agisindan dnemli bir konuma sahip olmasina karsin,
bugiine kadar bu konuda ayrintili bir ¢alisma yapilmamustir.

Bu ¢aligmada bes farkli lokaliteden li¢ tlir tanimlanmistic: Mammuthus meridionalis, M.
trogontherii ve Elephas maximus.

M. meridionalis, Eskisehir-Yukarisogiitonii ve Konya-Zengen’den teshis edilmistir.
Her iki lokaliteden teshis edilen disler baz1 ilkel 6zellikleri ile dikkat cekicidir. Ozellikle
Yukarisogiitonii’nden bulunmus olan oldukga diisiik lamel sayisina sahip az1 disi, daha ilkel
olan M. rumanus ile M. meridionalis arasinda gegise bir kanit olabilir.

M. trogontherii, Amasya-Suluova ve Konya-Dursunlu lokalitelerinden tanimlanmistir.
Suluova’ya ait tek bir az1 disi, lokalitenin yasiyla uyumlu olarak tiiriin tipik 6zelliklerine
sahiptir. Dursunlu’dan M. trogontherii olarak teshis edilen liglincii az1 disleri ve baz1 dis
pargalar1 disinda, 6l¢iim acisindan M. meridionalis ve M. primigenius arasinda bir 6zellik
gosteren kiiciik bir dp2 ve meridionalis/ trogontherii arasinda bazi ara 6zelliklere sahip bir
dp4 de buluntular arasindadir. Dursunlu’dan tanimlanmis olan M. trogontherii fosilleri,
kokeni Asya’da olan tiirlin Avrupa’ya gogii i¢in bir kanit ve meridionalis/trogontherii gegisi
i¢in iyi bir 6rnek olabilir.

Giliniimiizde yasayan Asya fili olan Elephas maximus’a ait kalintilar ise Kahramanmaras-
Gavur Goli Batakligi’nda tanimlanmistir. Bu bolgeden ¢ok sayida izole dis, kafatasi, alt cene
ve iskelete ait kemikler bulunmus olmasina karsin, bu ¢alismada yalnizca disler iizerinde
incelemeler yapilmistir. Bu lokaliteden bulunan disler iizerinde yapilan radyokarbon
yas analizine gore giiniimiizden yaklasik 3500 yil 6nce Asya fili, batida Anadolu’nun
giineydogusuna kadar yayilmistir. Cok sayida E. maximus kalintistyla, Gavur Golii Batakligi
Asya filinin ge¢misteki dagilimi agisindan biiyiik 6nem tasimaktadir.
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ABSTRACT

The Elephantidae family which is represented by three living species and includes elephants
and mammoths is an important group because of high evolution and speciation speed and
phylogenetic relations within the family. They also have importance as an index fossil in
Quaternary studies. Although Turkey occupies a very important position for the migration of
Elephantidae between Africa, Asia and Europe, until now there has been no detailed study
of its fossil elephants.

In this study three species were identified from five different localities: Mammuthus
meridionalis, M. trogontherii and Elephas maximus.

M. meridionalis was identified from Eskisehir-Yukarisogiitonii and Konya-Zengen. Some
primitive features of molar teeth from these localities are interesting. Especially a molar tooth
with very low number of plates from Yukarisogiitonii could be an evidence of the transiton
between primitive M. rumanus and M. meridionalis.

M. trogontherii was identified from Amasya-Suluova and Konya-Dursunlu. The only molar
tooth from Suluova has typical features of the species which is very consistent with the age
of the locality. Apart from the third molar teeth and some fragments of teeth identified as M.
trogontherii, there are small dp2 which is intermediate in metrics between known meridionalis
and primigenius and also a dp4 with some intermediate features between meridionalis and
trogontherii from Dursunlu. M. trogontherii remains from Dursunlu may be an evidence for
the migration of the species from Asia to Europe and an example for the transition between
meridionalis and trogontherii.

The remains of living Asian elephant, Elephas maximus, was identified from Kahramanmaras-
Gavur Lake Swamp. Although very rich remains from Gavur Lake Swamp include isolated
teeth, skulls, mandibles and post-cranial bones, this study focused on dental materials only.
According to the radiocarbon analysis undertaken on fragments of roots from the molar
teeth, approximately 3500 BP the range of Asian elephant extended as far west as south-east
of Turkey. With large number of E. maximus remains, Gavur Lake Swamp is now has an
important position on the past distribution of the recent Asian elephant.
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