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Yer’e ait ve fakat kiiltiir ve uygarliklarin olusmasina tesir etmis dgeleri inceleyen Kiiltiirel Jeoloji, son
yillarda ortaya ¢ikmis ve hizla gelisen bilim dalidir. Paleoantropoloji, Kuvaterner Jeolojisi, Arkeoloji,
Paleoekoloji, Pedoloji, Cevre Jeolojisi ile ortak yonleri vardir ve bu nedenle ¢ok disiplinli bir daldir.
Kiiltiirel Jeolojinin ilgi alani, Ge¢ Kuvaterner’e, son buzul ¢agindan giiniimiize kadar olan zaman
araligina yonelmistir. Bazi ortak konularina karsin, her devrin kiiltiiriindeki jeolojik 6zellikleri konu ettigi
icin (avcl insanin el aletlerinden, tarihi binalarin tas cinsine kadar), jeolojiye arkeoloji gozii ile bakan veya
arkeolojinin ihtiyact kadar jeoloji igeren Jeoarkeoloji’den ayrilir ve onu da igine alr. Inceleme
malzemelerinden bazilari fosiller, el baltalari, yerlesim yeri olan magaralar, yer alt1 sehirleri, yapitaslari,
tag oyma evler ve oyma eserler, siislemeler ve siistaglari, dogal afetler, eski toprak, giincel gol-akarsu-
deltalar ve deniz seviyesi degismeleridir.

Tiirkiye, cografik konumu nedeniyle, hayvan ve insanin Pleistosen’deki go¢ yollar {izerindedir. Ayrica,
uygarliklarm dogdugu yukar1 Mezopotamya’y1 da kapsamaktadir. Ozellikle Orta-Geg¢ Holosen’de, Misir
hari¢, neredeyse biitiin uygarliklar: tizerinde tutmustur. Bu dzellikleri ile Kiiltiirel Jeoloji Tiirkiye’ye ait
veya Tiirkiye’de baslamasi gereken bilim dali gibi goziikmektedir. Ciinkii neredeyse biitiin inceleme
materyali buradadir. Bununla beraber, bu dal yurdumuzda heniiz yesermemistir. Antik kentlerin veya
tarihi binalarin onarimimin orijinal malzemeleriyle yapilmaga baslandiginda, Kiiltiirel Jeoloji’nin
yerbilimcilere ne kadar ¢ok olanak sagladigi goriilecektir.

Yerbilimleri dahil, bilim, toplumu ilgilendirdigi Olglide ragbet goriiyor. Deprem, petrol ve maden
yerbiliminin topluma doniik klasik konularidir. Bunlara ilaveten, giindelik hayat demek olan “kiiltiir”
icindeki fiziksel Ogeler, yani Kiiltiirel Jeoloji kullanilarak, toplumun dogayr daha fazla tanimasi
saglanabilir. UNESCO’nun amaci da doga ile toplumlarin barisik yasamalaridir ve buna isaret etmek igin
2008’1 “Uluslararas1 Yer Yili” ilan etmistir. Tiirkiye’nin zengin jeolojik yapisina ragmen sik¢a yasadigi
dogal afetler, boyle genis kapsamli tanitim faaliyetinin gerekliligini ortaya koymaktadir. Bu sunumda,
yukarida deginilen arastirmalara drnek olabilecek jeositler tanitilmaktadir.

ABSTRACT

Cultural Geology is a modern and fastly developing branch of earthsciences which covers the Earth-
related subjects of both culture and civilisation. This is a multdisciplinary branch sharing topics with the
sister sciences Palaeoantropology, Quaternary Geology, Archaeology, Pedology, Environmental
Geology, Palaeoecology. It is focused on antropogenic events and/or anthropogenic developments in
Quaternary, particularly in Late Pleistocene and Holocene where cultural products have increased
significantly. Such a time limitation within topics of this discipline is indirectly requiered as homo-related
results have been appeared typically at the end of Cenozoic. Cultural Geology differs from
geoarcheology as the latter includes geology as much as necessity of archaeology. Some of the study
material of this discipline are tools or hand axes, caves used for settlement, underground towns, building
stones, stone houses, ornaments and gemstones, natural disasters, paleosol, modern rivers, lakes and
deltas and sea-level changes.

Turkey has been a natural bridge and/or a crossroad for migrations of both human and animal
sincePleistocene due to its unique geographical position. In addition, it covers the upper Mesopotemia



where the most ancient civilisations have been appeared. Particularly, in late Holocene, the Anatolian
peninsula became host for all cultures except for Egypt. So, the historical circumstances and related
archaeological material display that cultural geology should have been a science for Turkey or born
from this continent. It is expected that this baby science will provide new perspectives to earthscientists
when restorations of monuments starts using original stones.

Science, included geology, takes attraction if it pays attention to problems of the society. Earthquakes
and other natural hazards, fuels, ores, etc are public-related sides of geology. On the other hand, the
culture is a kind of daily life of the society. Thereby, using physical sides of the culture (= cultural
geology or geo-culture), the nature or the Earth could be explained easily to the society. This is a
universally goal of the international joint activities. Similarly, one of the most important aims of
UNESCO is to create a nature-friend society. The International Year of Planet Earth-2008 proclaimed
by UNESCO is a possible instrument for same purpose. In Turkey, frequent natural hazards, in spite of
rich geology may display the necessity of such an informative popular programme. This study presents
Jeosites and geoheritages from Turkey dealing with cultural geology and nature-friend society



