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Tuzluca Tuzlas, Igdir {li’nin kuzeybatisinda bulunan Tuzluca flgesi’nin 500 m dogusunda yer
almaktadir. Tuz magaralarinin saglik sektoriinde kullanimi diinyada ve son yillarda Tiirkiye’de
bir sektor haline gelmistir. Calismada Tuzluca ilgesi’ndeki tuz magaralarinin saglik turizmi
acisindan incelenmesi, potansiyelinin ve gelecege yonelik hedeflerin belirlenmesi amaglan-
mistir.

Calisma alaninda, Erken Pliyosen yasl kiltast marn ardalanmali Turabi Formasyonu,bu for-
masyonun {izerine uyumlu olarak Erken Pliyosen yasli kumtasi camurtasi ardalanmali Cingevat
formasyonu gelmektedir. Geg Pliyosen yasli kiltasi tuz ve jips ardalanmali Tuzluca Formasyonu
bu birimlerin iizerine uyumlu olarak ¢6kelmistir. Kuvaterner yasgli yamag molozu ve aliivyon
birimi tiim bu birimleri uyumsuz olarak 6rtmektedir. Caligmanin konusunu olusturan tuzlarin
morfolojik &zelliklerini Alpin orojenez fazlari ile Pliyosen’den gliniimiize kadar devam eden
epirojenik hareketler sekillendirmistir. Cincevat ve Tuzluca formasyonlarinda yogun olarak
gozlemlenen tuzlarin olusumu, Erken Pliyosen doneminde hakim olan sig denizel kosullarin
bir siire sonra golsel sartlara donmesiyle baglamistir. S1g gol sartlarinda kirintili akimin oldugu
donemlerde kiltasi, kurak mevsimlerde evaporasyon etkisiyle tuz ve jips ¢cokelmistir. Gergek-
lesen siirekli evaporasyon s1g goliin tabaninda kalin kaya tuzlart ¢okelmesinde etkili olmus-
tur. Kuvaterner’de ylizey sularinin etkisiyle eriyen tuz ve jipsli tabakalar sonucunda gogiikler
olusmus ve tuzlar bu gogiiklerde tuz magaralari olarak caligma alaninda g6zlenmistir.

Caligma alaninda eski ve yeni tuz madenciligi amagli agilmig ¢ok sayida galeriler ve tuz ma-
garalar1 mevcuttur. Hem jeolojik hem de saglik agisindan bu kadar dnemli kabul edilebilecek
olmasina ragmen tuz magaralar1 yeteri kadar ilgi gormemektedir. Tuz magaralarina yapilan
ziyaretler ancak bolgede yasayanlarin ve karayolunu kullanan ziyaretgilerin birkag saat gezip
havay1 solumalarindan ibarettir. Bu ziyaretlerin fazla olmamasinin en énemli nedeni bolgede
konaklama imkanlariin az ve yetersiz olmasidir. Bolge ve hatta tuzlanin kendisi bile bu tiir
konaklamalarin ve saglik turizmi amagl gezilerin yapilabilmesi i¢in ideal bir yere sahiptir.
Mevcut tuz magaralari ve isletme galerileri degerlendirilip tuz konseptli konaklama merkezle-
ri (otel, restaurant, vb.) yapilmasi halinde hem insanlar saglik agisindan yeteri kadar faydala-
nabilecektir hem de bolgenin ekonomisine de katki saglanmis olacaktir.
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ABSTRACT

Tuzluca salty is located 500 m east of Tuzluca District in the northwest of Igdir Province. Salt
caves are in use of health sector in the world and in recent years has become an industry in
Turkey. In the study, it was aimed to examine the salt caves in Tuzluca District in terms of he-
alth tourism and determine the targets for the potential and for the future.

The study area consists of Early Pliocene aged Turabi Formation with claystone marl alterna-
tion, and in conformity with the formation of Early Pliocene sandstone mudstone alternating
with Cincevat Formation. Tuzluca Formation, which is composed of late Pliocene aged clays-
tone, salt and gypsum, deposited in conformity with these units. Quaternary old slope rubble
and alluvial unit cover all these units unconformably. The morphological characteristics of
the salts that make up the work are shaped by the Alpine orogeny phases and the ephirogenic
movements continuing up to day-to-day in Pliocene. The formation of the intensively obser-
ved salts in the Cincevat and Tuzluca formations began with the return of the shallow marine
conditions, which had prevailed in the Early Pliocene period, to the lacustrine conditions
after a while. In shallow lake conditions, claystone was formed at the time of the craving, and
salt and gypsum were precipitated by the evaporation effect in the dry seasons. The resulting
continuous evaporation has been effective in depositing thick rock salts at the bottom of the
shallow lake. As a result of the surface water in the Quaternary, there were formed densities
as a result of the soluble salt and gypsiferous layers and the salts were observed in the study
area as salt caves in these dents.

There are galleys and salt caverns in the study area for old and new salt mining purposes.
Despite the fact that it can be regarded as so important both geologically and healthly, it does
not attract as much interest as salt caves. Visits to salt caves, however, are limited to local
inhabitants and daily passengers who spend short period of time to breathe fresh salty air. The
most important reason for this in frequent visits is that the accommodation opportunities in the
region are inadequate. The region and even the location itself can be an ideal location for such
accommodation and sightseeing for health tourism. If existing salt caves and operational gal-
leries are evaluated and salt-filled accommodation centers (hotels, restaurants, etc.) are cons-
tructed, it would be an important contribution to regional developmentand health tourism.
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