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Kapodokya cografi konumu ve sahip oldugu cografik-jeolojik 6zelliklerden dolay1 insanlik
tarihi boyunca stirekli iskan edilmis bir bolgedir. Zengin ve bereketli topraklari, Kizilirmak
Nehri ve yasanabilir iklimi bu bélgenin her zaman insanlar tarafindan kullanilmasina neden
olmustur. Insan ve onun izlerinin arastiriimasina dayali kaynaklar bizi Paleolitik doneme kadar
gotiirmektedir. Kapadokya nin merkezinde yer alan Nevsehir ili bircok arkeolojik zenginligi-
nin yani sira 6nemli omurgali fosil yataklarina da sahiptir. Bu ¢alismada bdlgedeki omurgali
fosil yataklarmin tespiti ve genel paleontolojik-jeolojik-paleocografik 6zelliklerinin tanitilma-
s1 amaglanmustir.

2010 yilindan itibaren yapmis oldugumuz yiizey arastirmalari ve kazilar sonucu Urgiip-Sofu-
lar, Giilsehir-Yaylacik, Giilsehir-Yiiksekli, Giilsehir-Emmiler, Avanos-Ozkonak, Urgiip-Tas-
kinpasa, Urgiip-Cemilkdy ve Urgiip-Karain gibi énemli Ge¢ Miyosen (Turoliyen) omurgali
fosil yataklari tespit edilmistir. Bulunan tiim lokalitelerin koordinatlari alinarak harita lizerinde
yerleri belirlenmistir. Elde edilen buluntulardan fauna tanimlamasi yapilmis, bunun yani sira
bdlgede buldugumuz yeni lokalitelerin jeomorfoloji, paleoekoloji ve stratigrafi ¢aligmalarina
da yer verilmistir. Boylelikle Anadolu doga tarihi ve dogal miraslariin agiga ¢ikarilip korun-
mast i¢in bir adim gerceklestirilmigtir.

Bu lokalitelerden fosil bollugu ve tiir ¢esitliligi agisindan Urgiip-Sofular, Urgiip- Taskinpasa
ve Giilsehir-Yaylacik dikkat cekmektedir. Arastirmalar sonucu Urgiip-Sofular’da bakanlar ku-
rulu karart ile kazi ¢aligmalari, Giilsehir-Yaylacik’da ise kurtarma kazist baslatilmistir. Kisa
stirede bile ¢ok 6nemli buluntular ele gegmistir. Bu omurgali fosil lokaliteleri, evrimsel verileri
sunmalarinin yant sira, biyokronolojinin olusturulmasina ve bdlgenin Geg Miyosen paleocog-
rafyasinin aydinlatilmasina katki saglayacaktir.
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ABSTRACT

Because of the geographical position of Cappadocia and its geographical-geological chara-
cteristics, it has always been settled through the history of humanity. The productive and rich
soil, Kizilirmak River and the livable climate has made this region to be used by people all the
time. The resources based on human and human traces take us back to the Paleolithic Age. The
Nevsehir Province, which is located at the center of Cappadocia, has a lot of archeological
richness as well as a lot of important vertebrate fossil localities. This study aims to determine
the vertebrate fossil localities in this area and to introduce general paleontological-geologi-
cal-geographical characteristics of these vertebrate fossil localities.

As a result of the surveys since 2010, important vertebrate Late Miocene (Turolian) fossil lo-
calities have been determined, such as Urgiip—Sofulan Giilgehir-Yaylacik, Giilgehir-Yiikselik,
Giilsehir-Emmiler, Avanos-Ozkonak, Urgiip-Taskinpasa, Urgiip-Cemilkdy and Urgiip-Karain.
The coordinates of localities were taken and the localities were shown on the map. According
to the fossil remains, the fauna was defined, and the new localities that we found were exami-
ned in terms of geomorphology, paleoecology and stratigraphy. Thus we made a step forward
in discovering and preservation the natural history and natural heritages of Anatolia.

Due to fossil abundance and diversity of species, Urgiip-Sofular, Urgiip-Taskinpasa and Giil-
sehir-Yaylacik have attracted attention in these localities. Consequently, with the decision of
the ministry board, the excavation that started in Urgiip-Sofular and also a rescue excavation
started in Giilsehir-Yaylacik. Even in a short time very important findings were obtained. The-
se vertebrate fossil localities could offer evolutionary data as well as developing biochrono-
logy and to contribute to enlighten the Late Miocene paleogeography of Cappadocia.
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