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JEOETIK VE YERBILIMLERININ TOPLUMSAL ONEMIi OTURUMU
Geoethics and Social Importance of Earth Sciences
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Namik YALCIN

Basta ‘Dogal Cevre’, ‘Dogal Kaynaklar’ ve ‘Dogal
Afetler’ olmak {izere insanin ve toplumlarin yasamini
dogrudan etkileyen bir¢ok siire¢ ve unsur Yerkiire ile
iligskilidir. Bu siire¢ ve unsurlar1 arastirmak ve yonet-
mek bilgi ve deneyimi; bunu kullanmak ise etik yii-
kiimliiliikler gerektirmektedir.

Toprak, su ve hava kirliliginin énlenemez boyutla-
ra ¢iktigl, 5-6 bliytikliigiindeki depremlerde bile biiytik
can ve mal kayiplarinin yasandigi, dogal kaynaklarin
hunharca tiiketildigi, biyogesitlilik kaybinin hizla art-
t1g1, kiiresel iklim degisiminin diinya genelinde toplu
insan 6liimlerine neden oldugu giiniimiizde, yerbilim-
sel bilgiye olan ihtiya¢ her gecen giin artmaktadir. Bu
baglamda, giivenli yasam ortamini saglamak ve top-
lumlarin refahina katkida bulunabilmek i¢in dogal kay-
naklardan yararlanmanin gerekliligi ve eszamanli ola-
rak da dogal ¢evrenin korunmasi siireglerinin yarattig1
paradoks, giiniimiiz toplumlarinin “Stirdiriilebilirlik”
cabalarinin karsisindaki en 6nemli meydan okumadir.

Yerkiirenin dinamiklerini ve ilgili siire¢lerin kontrol
parametrelerini ¢cok yakindan bilen yerbilimciler; hem
dogal afet zararlarmin en aza indirilmesi, hem dogal
kaynaklarin toplumun refahina sunulmasi, hem de do-
gal cevrenin korunarak stirdiiriilebilir bir diinya igin en
onde gelen kisilerdir.

Son yillarda yerbilimcilerin mesleklerini icra etme
ve halkin yerbilimlerine giivenini artirma konularin-
daki etik sorumluluklar1 giderek artmaktadir. Jeoetik,
jeoloji-toplum etkilesimi ile ilgili hassas konularda en-
digeleri gidermenin temel ilkeleri iizerine bir tartisma
ortami yaratmay1 amaglamaktadir.

Tiim yerbilimcileri, jeoloji-toplum etkilesiminin
farkl1 6rneklerini etik boyutuyla ele alan bildirilerle bu
oturuma katkida bulunmaya davet ediyoruz.

Many processes and elements that directly affect the lives
of people and societies, especially ‘Natural Environment’,
‘Natural Resources” and ‘Natural Disasters’, are related to
the Earth. Researching and managing these processes and el-
ements requires knowledge and experience, and using them
requires ethical obligations also.

In today’s world where soil, water and air pollution have
reached unstoppable levels, earthquakes of magnitude 5-6
cause great loss of life and property, natural resources are
being brutally consumed, biodiversity loss is rapidly increas-
ing, and global climate change is causing mass human deaths
around the world, the need for geological information is in-
creasing day by day. In this context, the paradox created by
the necessity of benefiting from natural resources in order
to provide a safe living environment and contribute to the
welfare of societies and the simultaneous protection of the
natural environment is the most important challenge to the
“Sustainability” efforts of today’s societies.

Geoscientists who are very familiar with the dynamics
of the Earth and the control parameters of related processes,
are the leading people for mitigating the damages of natural
disasters, providing natural resources for the welfare of soci-
eties, and for a sustainable world by protecting the natural
environment.

In recent years, the ethical responsibilities of geoscientists
in practicing their profession and increasing public trust in
geosciences have been increasing. Geoetics aims to create a
discussion environment on the basic principles of eliminating
concerns on sensitive issues related to geology-society inter-
action.

We invite all geoscientists to contribute to this session
with papers that address different examples of geology-soci-
ety interaction with their ethical dimensions.



